
John L. Clarke
“The Man Who Talks Not”

Blackfeet Woodcarver
By Loren Pinski

The early part of the 20th century produced a wealth of wildlife artists. Artists such as
Charles M. Russell, Reinhold Weiss, and George Bird Grinnell produced work that
would last through the ages. One such artist was a wood carver from the Blackfeet
Indian Reservation in Montana; John L. Clarke – whose Blackfoot name was Cutapuis,
which is translated as ‘ The Man Who Talks Not’.

John was born in 1881 in the small ranching town of Highwood, MT to a Blackfeet
mother and part Blackfeet, part Scottish father. When he was just a child, scarlet fever
swept through Blackfeet Territory; John lost five of his brothers, and he was left deaf and
unable to speak. Initially he was sent to Ft. Shaw Indian school but once they realized he
was deaf, he was transferred to the North Dakota School for the Deaf in Devils Lake.
Once Montana became a state, John was transferred to the Montana School for the Deaf
in Boulder, MT. Upon completing his studies at Boulder, he continued his education at
The St. John’s School for the Deaf in Milwaukee, WI. While in Milwaukee, he studied
woodcarving and eventually worked in a factory carving religious furniture for churches.
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